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LEGAL DISCLAIMER & LIMITATION OF 

AUTHORITY 

Chaplain Credentials, Identification & Badge Use 

 
 

1. Purpose of Credential 

This credential, including any badge, identification card, or certificate issued by the organization, 

serves solely to identify the holder as a Chaplain authorized to provide spiritual care, pastoral 

support, and related ministry services. 

This credential does not constitute government-issued identification or legal authority. 

 

2. No Law Enforcement Authority 

The holder of this credential: 

Is NOT a law enforcement officer 

Does NOT possess arrest powers 

Does NOT have investigative authority 

Does NOT have the authority to enforce laws 

The chaplain’s role is strictly non-law enforcement and supportive in nature. 

 

3. No Government Affiliation 

Unless expressly stated in writing: 

The issuing organization is a private religious or nonprofit entity 

This credential does NOT imply affiliation with: 

Any federal, state, or local government agency 

Police, sheriff, or correctional departments 

Emergency management or military branches 

 

4. Restricted Use of Badge & Identification 

This badge and identification may only be used: 

For official chaplaincy functions 

Within the scope of authorized ministry activities 

The holder shall not: 

Use the credential for personal gain 

Misrepresent themselves as a government official 

Use the badge to gain unauthorized access 

Display the badge in a misleading or deceptive manner 

 

5. Assumption of Risk & Personal Responsibility 

The credential holder assumes full personal responsibility for: 

Their conduct while acting as a chaplain 

Any interactions with the public 

Adherence to all applicable local, state, and federal laws 

The issuing organization shall not be held liable for misuse of credentials. 

 

For Office Use Only 

Date Received _________ 

Badge Fee Received __________ 
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6. Liability Waiver 

By accepting and using this credential, the holder agrees: 

To release and hold harmless the issuing organization, its officers, and affiliates 

From any claims, damages, or legal actions resulting from: 

Misuse of the credential 

Unauthorized representation 

Actions taken outside the scope of chaplaincy duties 

 

7. Revocation Clause 

This credential remains the property of the issuing organization and may be: 

Revoked at any time 

Suspended without prior notice 

For reasons including, but not limited to: 

Misconduct 

Violation of policies 

Loss of good standing 

All revoked credentials must be immediately surrendered. 

 

8. Non-Transferability 

This credential: 

Is non-transferable 

May not be duplicated, altered, or reproduced 

Is valid only for the individual to whom it was issued 

 

9. Compliance with Laws 

All credential holders must comply with: 

Applicable impersonation laws 

State and federal regulations governing identification and representation 

Improper use may result in criminal prosecution. 

 

10. Acknowledgment of Understanding 

By accepting this credential, the holder acknowledges: 

They have read and understood this disclaimer 

They agree to abide by all stated terms and conditions 

They understand the limitations of their authority 

 

11. Official Statement 

“This credential certifies the holder as a Chaplain authorized for spiritual care. 

It does not grant law enforcement authority, governmental power, or special privileges.” 

 

Signature Section  

 

Print Chaplain Name: _____________________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________ 

Credential/Badge ID #: _____________________ 


